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“All it Takes is
_ A Single Spark!”

On the evening of Tuesday, December 20th, the
Jewish people worldwide will celebrate the 1st night
of Hanukkah 5772 and light the first light of the
Menorah. As we gather with our family and friends
around the Hanukkiyah, | invite you to focus on the
1st candle as it is lit, close your eyes, and remember
this inspiring reflection by Rabbi Samson Raphael
Hirsch, who said,

“One single spark, loyally treasured in but one single
Jewish heart, is sufficient for God to set aflame once
more the whole spirit of Judaism. And if all the oil, if
all the forces that were to have preserved the light of
God and Judaism were to be misused, even then,
one little crucible of oil, one heart which in a forgotten
hidden corner, imprinted with the high priest’s seal,
has faithfully remained untouched and undefiled, this
one crucible is sufficient to become the salvation of
the nation when the right time and hour has come...”

My friends, these words of Rabbi Hirsch serve to
remind us that the success and energy of the Jewish
people have never relied upon great numbers!

And a small band of Maccabees, proud and mighty,
gained victory over the Syrian Greeks. They
reclaimed the Temple, cleansed it and rededicated it
on behalf of the Jewish people...

All too often we Jews get caught up in the numbers
game. What is the world Jewish population? Is it
increasing or decreasing? How many Jews are in
America? In Philadelphia? Belong to BTBJ? Do we
have enough members and dollars to provide the
programs and sponsor the level of Jewish life that we
desire to impart to our congregation? Do enough
people come to our events? Our services? Our
classes? Our shiva minyanim? Are there enough?
Will there be enough tomorrow? Next month? In the
years to come?

From the desk of Rabbi Saul l. Grife

The preceding questions are critical; the answers
revealing. No doubt we need the numbers to fall in
our favor if Jewish life is to thrive at BTBJ and around
the world. But sometimes, the numbers do not match
up to our hopes. At times we feel that there isn’t
enough — enough people, enough dollars, and
enough energy — enough to insure Jewish continuity.
All around us we experience the tell-tale signs. Drops
in Jewish affiliation, synagogue attendance, charita-
ble giving, students abandoning their Jewish educa-
tion, Jewish life claiming lower levels on the priority
list in an ever-increasingly demanding, technological
and fast-paced world. Sometimes, we grow despon-
dent over the present situation and future outlook.
Sometimes we feel that as a people we are sliding
down a slippery slope with no source of redemption in
sight. Sometimes, we wonder how much longer
Judaism can survive in the face of all the challenges!

It is precisely at moments such as these that we
should hearken to the words of Rabbi Hirsch: One
single spark is sufficient to become the salvation of
the nation!

As we light the first candle, let us remember that as
long as there is one proud Jew living Jewish life —
Judaism survives!

Our heritage is replete with such observations of
encouragement!

Judaism teaches that each one of us is created in the
image of God and that each one of us can save the
world! All we have to do is save one life, for our her-
itage equates that with world salvation, as it is written,
“‘One who saves one life is considered as one who
saves an entire world!” (Mishnah Sanhedrin 4:5)
Therefore, as long as one proud Jew lives a Jewish
life — Judaism survives!

The Talmud (Masechet Sota 49b) teaches that with
the death of some of history’s most influential rabbis
2000 years ago, many gifts departed from the world.
“When Rabbi Eliezer died, Torah slipped away. When
Rabbi Joshua died, counsel and thought slipped
away. When Rabbi Akiva died, the foundation of wis-
dom slipped away...” However, before all hope is
lost, the passage ends that “despite all this — | am!”
From this we conclude that even in the face of loss
and great despair, as long as one of us exists and
lives as a proud Jew — Judaism survives!



Rabbi Grife (continued)

The story of the “Lamed Vavniks — 36 Tzaddikim”
teaches us that at any given moment the world is sus-
tained by the presence of just 36 righteous people!
(Talmud Sanhedrin 97b; Sukkah 45b). These people
go about performing good deeds quietly; no one
knows who they really are. If however one would die,
the world would cease to exist. As life continues, we
can assume that upon the death of one or more of
these hidden saintly people, one or more other
Tzaddikim step in to take their place and continue to
practice the righteousness needed for the world to
continue to exist. Therefore, this teaching inspires us
by reminding us it only takes a handful of people per-
forming good deeds for the entire world to exist!

Finally, Hasidic teaching reminds us that in the midst
of total darkness, all it takes is one candle to intro-
duce light, illumination and hope in a troubled world!

How empowering are these words! How satisfying to
consider that it takes just one of us or even just a few
of us to counterbalance all the evil in the world to
allow us to continue to more propitious days!

Please do not conclude from my message that |
lament the current status of Jewish life. On the con-
trary, | am so immersed in its development and
growth and so thrilled with the successes of our con-
gregation along with those of worldwide Judaism that
| have neither interest nor time for despair. Every
week here at BTBJ | see students of all ages learning,
children laughing, teenagers becoming Bnai Mitzvah
to strengthen our people. On Friday night November
4th, 200 of us gathered to celebrate Shabbat with
song, music, prayer and dinner! On December 21st
35 of us are leaving for an incredible adventure in
Israel! These constitute just a few great moments of
pride that define our congregation. Yet, as always,
we face great challenges. As always, we are con-
cerned with our future and our survival. So when we
grow despondent, let the words of Rabbi Hirsch
remind us that “one single spark — each one of us —
can prove all the difference!” One single candle — the
first light of the first night — is all it takes for us to cel-
ebrate the joy of Hanukkah and Jewish life! One sin-
gle proud Jew living a Jewish life of meaning is all it
takes to create a bridge between yesterday’s accom-
plishments and tomorrow’s revivall Regardless of
what everyone else is doing, each one of us can
refuse to abandon our glorious heritage and all the
benefits that Judaism has introduced into the world!

So, in the evening of December 20th, when we gath-
er to light candle #1, let us close our eyes and feel the
satisfaction of knowing that as long as one Jew —
each of us — dedicates ourselves to the welfare and
salvation of our souls and the Jewish lives of our chil-
dren, our families, our friends and our people — the
fate of Judaism is secured! We have not survived for
the past 4000 years by giving in to despair! We have
not survived for 4000 years because of fantastic num-
bers! We have not survived for 4000 years by giving
up! The Jewish people have survived in every gen-
eration because of the few, the proud and the mighty!
All of us who contribute, prove ourselves to be mighty
Maccabees! Every generation including our own
requires Maccabees — Jewish heroes — to flourish! At
this season of Hanukkah and throughout the year, let
each of us strive to be a Jewish hero! Each one of us
is capable of doing so! Never underestimate what
one person, one mitzvah and one great moment can
achieve! The results can reverberate across time and
space! As Hanukkah begins, who knows which one
of us will be responsible for the revitalization, redemp-
tion and salvation of the Jewish people?! Which one
of us will prove the “spark” that makes all the differ-
ence? How many of us will try?!!
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Notes From Hazzan Arlyne Unger

Hazzan Arlyne Unger,
Hazzan and
Educational Director

Meet Rachael Wiener, our
Primary 2 teacher!

Rachael is another
local girl. She grew up in
Huntingdon Valley and her
family belonged to Old York
Road Temple Beth Am. After
attending Lower Moreland
High School, Rachael went on to study at West
Chester University. It was at West Chester that she
met Lindzy Kofsky, our Aleph Judaica teacher. They
became roommates for four years and remain best of
friends. In fact, this is the way we came to Rachael
in the first place — through her good friend Lindzy!

Rachael began her studies at West Chester
undecided as to her major. However, in her Junior
year she had an epiphany and realized that teaching
young children was what she truly was meant to do
with her life. Once she made this decision she knew
right away this was the right choice for her. She
loved her education courses, her projects and her
student teaching experiences. She also joined Best
Buddies — helping people with special needs and
participating in their various projects and special
events.

Since graduating with a Bachelors Degree in
Early Childhood Education in December, Rachael
has been working as a substitute teacher and as a
Kindergarten tutor — and is actively looking for full-
time work. She is also looking forward to the sum-
mer as she is passionate about the beach and sum-
mer camp down the shore. As a child she attended
the JCC Camp in Margate and even became a CIT
there. Now she works as a counselor at the JCC by
the shore, enjoying both her time with the kids and
her time in the sun! She loves her summers down
the shore, spending her weekends at the beach and
just enjoying that whole relaxing experience!

In her free time, Rachael loves to watch
sports. She likes baseball and hockey — but she is
passionate about football and is crazy about the
Eagles. Now that she lives in Center City with her sis-
ter, Rachael enjoys the city night life, as well as shop-
ping and experiencing the great restaurant scene.
She also enjoys spending time with her family, espe-
cially with her two little cousins, whom she adores.
They go shopping, take carousel rides and enjoy lots
of fun times together.

Looking ahead to the future, Rachael hopes to
go to graduate school, either for special education or
as a reading specialist. In the nearer future, she and
Lindzy are really eager to participate in a Birthright
Program to Israel. This would enable her to strength-
en even further her Jewish identity, and to bring what
she learns back to the classroom.

Rachael considers herself a fun and energetic
person, and she brings that dynamic personality to
our school. Her experience at BTBJ has been won-
derful. She is very much enjoying working collabora-
tively with our Primary 1 teacher, Lori Feldstein-
Gardner, and the two of them work very well as a
team, sharing their creativity and love of children and
Judaism with our youngest students. Rachael is
enjoying learning more about her own Jewish identity
through her teaching, and also rediscovering Jewish
knowledge that she had forgotten. Rachael says that
our students are great! She connects with the
Kindergarten age, and she enjoys their passion for
learning. She is happy watching the students as they
show their love of learning. She loves seeing when
that “light” goes off when they get it, and she is thrilled
when they go home and share what they have
learned with their parents.

Rachael is a wonderful addition to our BTBJ Faculty!

Meet Lindzy Kofsky, who
was introduced to you in
our November newsletter




Religious School Wish List Got Minyan?

laptop computers
white boards

boomboxes (preferably that play both (Ds and ipods)

Please contact Hazzan if you have a donation or a question.

BTBJ Religious School Wish List

Do you have any of these items that you no longer need? At the Religious School
we are looking for donations in good condition of the following items:

got minyan?

compose.

About 100 years ago, my grandparents, and I'm
sure many of yours as well, escaped Russia to come to
America for a better life. For them a major part of that life
was the ability to walk into a synagogue and pray, and
read the Torah without being afraid. Now | get up in the
morning, without thinking about it, and come to the syn-
agogue and have the privilege of praying with a group of
people | didn’t know years ago, who | now consider to be
friends. And, for this privilege, | am being honored?

Our new Mahzor likens the opening of the ark to
opening a doorway to heaven, and the Torah procession
to a royal procession. In the morning | have the privilege
of coming up on the bima, opening the ark, taking out
and holding the Torah and then passing it to David,
Richard, Burt or the Rabbi to start this royal procession.
And, for this privilege, | am being honored?

Around 30 years ago the pregnant wife of a
friend was in a car accident, and he started coming to
morning services for comfort and to pray for their health
and safety. Back then, as now, we had trouble getting a
minyan, so he asked me if | would try to come once or
twice a week. | agreed, but with mixed feelings--since
much of my late mother's life had revolved around her
synagogue, being at BTBJ in the morning felt uncomfort-
able because it made me think of her. Soon, as if some-
one threw a switch, all of that changed and it started to
feel good to be here; it reminded me of the kind of
woman she was and the good times we had together as

Recently, at Simchat Torah morning services, Mitch and Beth Sargen and Alan
Blumenthal were honored for their service to BTBJ. For those unfamiliar with
the 7 a.m. sanctuary scene, Alan Blumenthal serves as Gabbai, assisting on the
bima for our morning minyan on both Mondays and Thursdays week in and
week out, taking off only for the occasional overseas trip. The following excerpts
from his remarks on the occasion of his honor make for inspiring reading and
are more effective "advertising" for minyan attendance than anything | could

Marcie Lowe, Minyan Task Force Coordinator

a family. | could picture her sitting on the floor and play-
ing with our young son Scott, her grandson. And some-
times it felt, and still feels, as though she were here with
me, and | could tell her the latest events in our lives. It
became a real comfort for me.

Over those thirty-some years | have seen many
different people come into the morning service seeking
their own comfort, and | always felt privileged to be part
a minyan that would share in that comfort. And, for this
privilege, | am being honored?

Trying to figure out why | was chosen for this
honor made me think of the importance of the minyan.
Ten people in one place, at one time, for the same pur-
pose is a strong part of what Judaism is all about.

Being up here this morning gives me my few min-
utes on the bully pulpit, or in this case the bully bima, so
here’s the commercial: If you have never been to our
morning service, come out and try it sometime. | can’t
guarantee that anyone will honor you for it, but | think
there is a good chance you will feel as if you are hon-
ored.

So, to everyone who had anything to do with the
decision to honor me this morning, and to everyone in
the BTBJ family, thank you so much. With you, and the
love of my family and many friends, | am truly blessed.




MEN’S CLUB HAPPENINGS...

Tree of Life

Jonathan Picker
Men's Club
President
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Brag Bag Entertainment Book

SAVE OUR DATES
December 11th Joint Brunch with the Sisterhood
special speaker Len Friedland
Men's Club joint Shabbat with the
Sisterhood on January 27th
April 2nd- Pesach Road trip with Rabbi- a trip you do
not want to miss!!
May 17th another annual highlight- Steak Dinner with
announcement of Men’s Club Man of the Year
June 1-3 - The First Annual Men's Club Road Trip

Upcoming General Meetings:
Monday December 12th
Monday January 9th

Monday February 13th
Monday March 12th

Monday April 9th

The 2012 Philadelphia North
Entertainment® Book

Packed with over $15,600 worth of

local coupons: I

O v &

» 356 Restaurant Coupons C

* 143 Attraction Discounts OU pON
. SAV INGS

* 155 Shopping Coupons

« Over $15,000 in Travel Deals 9\)@

* Movie Ticket Discounts gm

* And Much More...

Price: $30.00
Now available in the BTBJ Gift Shop or offlce.

TREE OF LIFE

New leaves can be
ordered for $136 and can|
honor any simcha you or
your family may be cele-
.., brating. "We are happy

to be getting new orders
for leaves and check out our newest addi-
tions. With our new addition it is time to
start your new family leaf placements. All
Bnai Mitzvah and Confirmation ovders
should be sent in as soon as possible so they
can be up for Hanukah.

Farryl Cohen
home 610-828-2616 cell 610-329-3311
farrylc@aol.com

Beth Schwartzman, Janice Spivack, Randi Halbert and
Michelle Farbstein pictured with author of Holocaust
Survivor Cookbook, Joanne (Caras.

BTBJ BRAG BAG

We would like to acknowledge the super accom-
plishments of all our talented congregants. We want
to honor our children, our families and our friends.
So, if you know of a special award or accomplish-
ment of one of our congregants, please let us know.

THANK YOUS:

Annette and Perry Swartz would like to thank every-
one for their kind words and donations in honor of
their granddaughter, Rose Jessica Greenfield.




SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE BOOK DISCUSSION

Karen Cuker ~ Deena Friedland

Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Shalom!

Many thanks to Beth Schwartzman, Randi
Halbert and Michelle Farbstein for the special pro-
gram with Joanne Caras, author of “Holocaust
Survivors Cookbook”. It was truly an interesting and
inspiring evening! This was a joint program sponsored
by Sisterhood and the Religious School Parent
Support Group. Sisterhood looks forward to working
with all affiliates!

Our second Lunch and Learn with the Rabbi is
on Tuesday, December 6. The Rabbi will be dis-
cussing “Lessons from the Talmud”. The 3rd Lunch
and Learn is on March 6th and the topic is “Lessons
from the Prophets”. Please email Karen Cuker at cuk-
ers@verizon.net if you would like to join us!

Happy Hanukah! Our BTBJ college students
receive a Hanukah Starbucks gift card from
Sisterhood and Men’s Club. A Big thank you to Amy
Veloric for spearheading this project.

Please mark your calendars for the Annual
Sisterhood Book Discussion on January 12th. We will
be discussing “To the End of the Land” by Israeli
author David Grossman. This year, Drexel University
Professor Dr. Emilie Passow will be leading our dis-
cussion. She teaches this book in her college class-
es. This evening will be a thought provoking program.
Please refer to the invitation in this newsletter.

On Sunday, December 10th, the Sisterhood
and Men'’s Club will be sponsoring a joint brunch. Dr.
Len Friedland will give a presentation to the BTBJ
community on his experiences volunteering in India
and Bangladesh. Please RSVP to Abbe Kligerman at
abbe@getmeahealthplan.com. We look forward to
seeing you at our next event.

The Sisterhood is Broadway Bound. SAVE
THE DATE/RSVP to see Harry Connick, Jr. in “On a
Clear Day You Can See Forever” on Wednesday, April
25, 2012(Matinee). Please see the invitation in this
newsletter.

Beth Tikvah B’nai Jeshurun Sisterhood
Invites you to our
Book Discussion

Featuring

To the End of the Land

By acclaimed Israeli author
David Grossman

Thursday, January 12, 2012
at 7:30pm

with
Dr. Emilie Passow

leading our discussion of this bestselling,
powerful novel about war, friendship, fami-
ly and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Dr. Passow is an Associate Teaching
Professor of English and Judaic Studies
and the Director of the Certificate Program
in Humanities, Medical Sciences, and
Society at Drexel University.

Join us for an enlightening evening!
Light refreshments will be served
The book is available in paperback at
bookstores and online
RSVP by Friday, Jan. 6, 2012 to
Rebecca Weiss at
booktalkl2janl2@aol.com





































