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Minyan 9:30 am

Minyan 9:30 amNO RELIGIOUSSCHOOL

Minyan 9:30 am

Minyan 9:30 am

Minyan 7:00 am

Minyan 7:00 amSisterhood Movie Night

Minyan 7:00 am

Minyan 7:00 am

Minyan 7:00 amBoard Meeting 7:30 pm

Minyan 7:00 amSisterhood BoardMeeting 7:30 p.m.

Minyan 7:00 am

Minyan 7:00 amRed Cross Blood Drive1:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Services 9:30 amNO RELIGIOUSSCHOOL

Services 9:30 amBat Mitzvah of Julianne FreedmanJunior Cong. 10:30 amTot Shabbat 11:00 am

Services 9:30 am

Junior Cong. 10:30 amTu Bishvat Seder 11:45 amP/S & Primary Parents“Mystery Nite” 6:30 pm
Mechina Dinner 6:00 pmServices 7:00 pm

NO SERVICES

Services 7:30 pm

SAVE THESE MARCH 2012 DATES

Beth Tikvah-B’nai Jeshurun Newsletter

February 27 - March 11 Preschool Book Fair and Tye Dye SaleFriday, March 2 Shabbat Service Honoring Linda Grife - 7:30 pmSaturday, March 3 Purim Ball at the Museum ofAmerican Jewish History honoring Linda GrifeTuesday, March 6 Sisterhood Lunch and Learn with Rabbi Grife

Wednesday, March 7 Megillah Reading 7:00 pm

Sunday, March 11 Purim CarnivalTuesday, March 13 BTBJ UniversityThursday, March 22 BTBJ Board Meeting 7:30 pmSunday, March 25 Hay Class Trip
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1001 Paper Mill Road      Erdenheim, PA 19038        215-836-5677      215-836-0211 fax      e-mail: office@btbj.org www.btbj.org

BTBJ University7:30 pm

BTBJ University 7:30 pm

Shabbat Syn*Ergy7:30 pmFeaturing the CubScouts

Services 9:30 am
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From the desk of Rabbi Saul I. Grife  

Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakkai said, “If you have asapling in your hand and then are suddenly told thatthe Messiah has arrived, plant the sapling first andafterward go greet the Messiah.” (Talmud – Taanit 5)
Tu Bishvat, the Jewish New Year of the Trees,derives its name from its date.  “Tu” refers to the num-ber “15”; Shvat is the Hebrew month.  The annual cel-ebration of trees falls on the 15th of Shvat each year.This year – 2012 – Tu Bishvat is Wednesday,February 8th.  Our annual Tu Bishvat Seder, duringwhich time we eat fruits and vegetables from theLand of Israel, will be held after Shabbat morningservices on Saturday, February 4th.
It is customary to plant a tree on Tu Bishvat to per-form the mitzvah of joining in with God as partners ascustodians of the natural world.  In Israel, the TuBishvat weather is often quite like early spring, evenin February, and the weather is usually conducive forsaid activity.   On the contrary, here in America,February is usually the last month one would try to gooutside to garden!  So, in some ways, the practicalsignificance of the holiday can be lost on us.  So,here are 2 ways to connect with the meaning of TuBishvat so we can enjoy this lovely holiday for all it isworth!
One:  Appreciate the rhythm of the natural growingcycle and become inspired by its process!  To thenaked eye, it would appear that the natural world isdead during the arduous winter.  However, we knowdifferently.  We know that hidden from sight, thegrowth process lies dormant, re-energizes and iswaiting for warmer weather to spring back with newlife. So too it is with us.  As long as we live – as longas we possess the gift of life – we too have hiddenenergy within us that lies dormant until we are able tosummon it to the surface to accomplish the tasks thatwe need to do.

Let this message of Tu Bishvat inspire us to recon-nect with our sleeping goals and dreams – to pursuethem when we are able, to never give up on them.  Ifwe are lucky, we too will know the excitement ofwatching latent plans burst forward, take shape andblossom into new achievements and victories.  Sothis year, let’s take precious moments to reconnectwith who we are, what we desire to achieve and to be,and how we can bridge the distance between whatwe want to do and what we are doing!  In this way, TuBishvat provides a perfect compliment to the fall HighHoliday season, when we seek to do the same withour spiritual and moral lives.  May this Tu Bishvatmessage encourage us to keep on planting and grow-ing towards further self-fulfillment that will serve toenrich and bless the world around us!
Two: Plant a tree in Israel for yourself or someoneelse!   This past December, our BTBJ Israel travelersvisited a JNF forest in the Galil (northern Israel) andplanted saplings in a forest.  Each family took a beau-tiful sprout and shovels, found an empty spot andsunk the roots of each “future tree” into the ground tobegin its growing process.  Even if we can’t physical-ly go to Israel in February, we can participate in themitzvah of developing the land of Israel by plantingtrees with JNF in someone’s honor or memory.  Itmakes a beautiful gift in honor of someone or theirsimcha; it makes a heartfelt tribute in memory of aloved one.  Visit the JNF website at JNF.org for theeasy steps to do this.  Commemorative certificateswill be sent to acknowledge this beautiful mitzvah!  
Speaking of Israel… I am delighted to report thatLinda and I led another wonderful contingent of over35 of us for an exciting trip to the Holy Land to cele-brate Hanukkah this past December.  Every one ofour kids and adults read Torah at the Southern Wallfor our joint Bnai Mitzvah ceremony!  We rode camelsin the desert, visited the Dead Sea, ascendedMasada and toured the Palmach, Independence Halland Yad VaShem museums.  We ate pita, hummus,falafel, schwarma, baklava and warm chocolaterugelach for Shabbat.  We davened at the Kotel onShabbat and danced with the Hasidim and the sol-diers.  We gave Tzedakah, took pictures, made newfriends and were moved by the wonderful Jewishintensity that only Israel can provide!  I want to thankall the wonderful BTBJ’ers who joined us – it was ajoy to explore Israel with you, your children and yourparents! 

“L’chayim:
Tu Bishvat,

Israel & Us!”



BTBJ’s
TU BISHVAT SEDER

Saturday, February 4, 2012
11:45 a.m.

A Celebrate the Jewish New Year of the Trees
A Enjoy a delicious luncheon
A Sample fruits and other natural foods
A See your Kiddush cup turn from white to red!
A Tu Bishvat trivia contest!

Earn one Junior Congregation Credit for Seder attendance
and an additional credit if your child attends Junior
Congregation services that morning.

We will be happy to attend the Tu Bishvat Seder
NAME_________________________________
PHONE#_______________________________
______# OF ADULTS  @ $15.00 (10 and above)_______
______# OF CHILDREN @$8.00 (under 10)___________
Your Donation to the Tu Bishvat Seder Fund is appreciated____________

Total enclosed____________

Rabbi Grife (continued)    Tu Bishvat Seder
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For those of you who are considering a future trip toIsrael with BTBJ – submit your name to Kathy in oursynagogue office and we’ll keep you informed.  Welook forward to another thrilling adventure in Israelwith BTBJ whenever the next group of us is ready togo!
Finally, we know that we treasure the gift of life inJudaism like nothing else!  There is no greater wishthan “L’chayim!” that we can confer on each other.We extend this greeting at Bnai Mitzvah, weddingsand all of our simchas.  Tu Bishvat reminds us of thepreciousness of life and the nature of its cycles.  Themodern miracle of Israel reminds us of how dynamicJewish life is in our national homeland.  Though dor-mant but neither forgotten nor surrendered for nearly2000 years, the Jewish dream of again realizing anational state surfaced and exploded in the late 19thcentury.  Thanks to Theodore Herzl and all the mod-ern Zionists, we were fortunate to witness the re-emergence and re-birth of a Jewish homeland in ourtime on May 14, 1948.  This fact connects us to themessage of Tu Bishvat and Jewish life – as long asone of us breathes and dreams – nothing is impossi-ble no matter how distant or desperate it seems.Theodore Herzl paved the way with his immortalwords, “IF WE WILL IT, THEN IT IS NO DREAM!”  Letthe same be said about our lives, our Jewish soulsand our dear BTBJ: whatever we want to accomplishis not beyond us!  If we can see it and are willing andable to take the necessary steps to connect ourdesires to our wishes, then nothing is beyond ourgrasp!  So this Tu Bishvat, let’s take a look within tosee what lies waiting to be born.  Let’s take a lookaround and imagine the possibilities.  Let’s find thecourage to overcome our fears, address one goal ata time, dare to take the first step and connect with thestimulating rhythms of life to develop, grow andprogress.  Our fate and that of our children dependson it!  This Tu Bishvat, let’s all seek to grow and fly togreater heights for our good and the benefit of BTBJ,the Jewish people, America and all humanity!

Amen!  
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Notes From Hazzan Notes From Hazzan Arlyne UngerArlyne Unger
Hazzan Arlyne Unger,

Hazzan and 
Educational Director 

Recently the Primary through Gimel students partici-pated in the Global Day of Jewish Learning.  Thisyear’s theme was the Shema.  All of the studentslearned about the Shema and participated in age-appropriate interactive activities.
In order to follow through further with our studies, theBet and Gimel Class service was centered on thesame theme.   As part of their presentation, the Gimelstudents shared what they had learned about theShema, and their writings are the core of my column.Enjoy!
I think the Shema has lasted so long because theentire Jewish religion revolves around it. This oneline in Deuteronomy is very important to the Jewishreligion because it summarizes what we believe inand it tells us what to do. It tells us to believe in onlyone God, not any others. It is a very important sen-tence to all Jews because we depend on it and that’swhy the Shema has lasted for so long. I feel specialwhen I recite the Shema because the Shema statesthat we Jews believe in one God, only one. I feel spe-cial because Judaism is the first religion to believe inone God rather than many others. David Brucker
The Shema is important because we are remindedthat there is only one God. Unlike other religions webelieve that there is only one God. We don’t praiseidols or false Gods; they have no value. The Shemais also important because it tells us about importantcommandments. Such as reciting the Shema twotimes a day. You should also teach it to your children.The Shema is like a Twinkie, it will last forever with-out rotting or getting old and is a sweet treat. Rebecca Richards

Why do we recite Shema? We recite Shema becauseit is the base line for Jews. Almost everything inShema is a commandment. They are commandmentsthat will be good for your life. These are five facts ofShema; there are 3 parts of Shema, the second partof Shema is said silently, it is the most importantprayer in the Torah, Shema is found in Deuteronomy,Shema means hear or listen. 
Ethan Cohen
I think the Shema is needed because it says we haveone God. Jews were the first that knew there was onlyone God. I think Shema is important because it lastedat least 3,000 years old. If Shema stayed in theJewish tradition this long then it must be needed. 

Scott Laudenbach
Five new things that I learned are: you recite it 2 timesa day, you cover your eyes, it’s found in Deuteronomy,you go right in Torah, it is an important prayer that yousay in every Tefilla. The Shema is important becauseyou love God with all your heart. It also states there isGod and only one and we Jews have passed thisteaching through the generations for thousands ofyears. Also what the Shema means to me is there isone God. The Jews were the first ones to know thatthere is only one. 
Ethan Goldman
I learned five things about the Shema. There arethree parts to it, it talks about one God, you say ittwice a day, it is in the Torah and V’ahavta has com-mandments in it. The Shema has lasted so longbecause generation after generation, Jews pass it on.Plus, Torah tells us to obey commandments and thereis one God, the same things in Shema. Shema is alsoin Torah, and Torah is passed down.  Our traditions,all in Torah, are passed down, keeping Jewish a reli-gion, and our culture alive. That is what I learnedabout Shema, and why it lasts so long. 
Spencer Berg
The Shema affects my life because it tells me there isone God. Also we don’t worship other gods. Also wedon’t worship a different God for everything we do. 
Matt Center



Hazzan (continued)
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Five things I’ve learned about the Shema are; Ilearned that there are three parts of the Shema whichare Shema and V’ahavtah, V’hayah Eem Shamoahand the Vayomer. You say the Shema 2 times a day.The Shema is at least 3,000 years old. When you saythe Shema you cover your eyes so you’re not as dis-tracted while saying the Shema. I learned that theShema means that there is only one God. 
Nicole Laudenbach
This is why the Shema is important. The Shema isimportant because it brings Jews together. It bringsJews together by each Jew saying the Shema eachday. It symbolizes the past into today because theJews like Moses said the Shema in an earlier time. 
Kayla Kaufman
I think the Shema has lasted so long because it isvery important to our culture and tells us there is onlyone God. 
Noah Cohen
I think the Shema has lasted so long because theJewish religion wants to stay together. We need tostay together so we can pray together and let the tra-ditions keep going on and on. We also need to keepit going so the future generations know that there isonly one God. V’Ahavta means to me that we mustobey God’s commandments.  A few commandmentsit tells us to do are: put up mezuzah, teach Judaismto our children, and pray and say the Shema at nightand in the day. 
Sophia Perry
The Shema is important because it states that thereis only one God. Jews were the first to believe in oneGod. We Jews have passed on saying the Shemathrough many generations for thousands of years.We will continue this tradition forever. Sadie Stein
The Shema is important to me because it makes methink about my grandma who passed away when Iwas in first grade. It makes me think that she is stillthere with me and she will never ever leave my side.Like my parents never leave my side. She’s in myheart and that’s all that matters. Riley Lebofsky

The Shema is so important in Jewish history becauseit is the central prayer in Judaism and it is the onlyprayer that states there is only one God. And it tellsIsrael to listen or hear this prayer because it is soimportant. Lots of people say it before going to bedand right when they wake up in the morning to makeit special. 
Jessica Valentine
Five things I learned about the Shema are that thereis only one God. The Shema is in Deuteronomy, theShema is one of the most important prayers of alltime. The three parts of the Shema are V’Ahavta,Vayomer and V’haya Eem Shamoa.  Last you say theShema in the morning and at night. At night I say theShema right before I go to bed because it makes mefeel good that I can ask God to keep me safe. 
Alexander Burick
I think the Shema is important because it has lastedso long, and that is because the Jewish communitybelieves in it. I think the Shema is a way of life and itkeeps the Jews connected. Since all Jews believe itand that’s how it’s a way of life and we learn theShema at an early part of life. That’s why the Shemais important. 
Seth Elkins
I think the Shema is so important because if you meetsomeone from another country who is Jewish butthey practice Judaism differently, you will still havesomething in common with the person. You bothbelieve in one God. If the person doesn’t speakEnglish you can both still say the Shema together. Lexie Kaiser
The Shema helps me remember that God is real andhe’s the one that made the whole world. I want tolearn more about him and try to do mitzvot becauseof that.   Nate Abrams

We recite the Shema because we want to rememberwe only have one God. So we can remember God isone. We bind them on our doorposts to remember. Sara Fink



BTBJ BRAG BAG
We would like to acknowledge the super accom-plishments of all our talented congregants. We wantto honor our children, our families and our friends.So, if you know of a special award or accomplish-ment of one of our congregants, please let us know.
MAZEL TOV:On December 1st  Renae Axelrod was awarded the“Excellence In Law Award”  from Phi Alpha Delta, aNational Law Fraternity at Widener UniversitySchool of Law.  Renae currently serves as Presidentof the Law School’s Alumni Association.  The awardwas presented to her in recognition for the work thatshe does for the Law School as well as the studentbody.

Hazzan (continued)Hazzan (continued) MinyanMinyan Brag Bag Brag Bag Social Social ActionAction
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Five things I learned about the Shema are we sing ittwo times a day, it is 3,000 years old, it is in the Torah,there are 3 parts in the Shema, and it is the mostimportant prayer. 
Ross Baer
Five things that I learned about the Shema are thatthe Shema has 3 parts, it says there is only one God,it is 3,000 years old, you say the second part silently,the third part of Shema is also known as Vayomerwhich is where we get the commandment to tie thetzitzit. 
Tanner Joseph
I think the Shema is important because it is in theTorah and it says there is one God. The Shema waspassed on from my grandparents to my mom andfrom my mom to my sister and I. When I am older Iwill pass it onto my son or daughter. 
Tyler Solomon
When I say the Shema it makes me proud. I am proudbecause I am connected to people from 3,000 yearsago. Also because we are one of the oldest religionsand other religions died out but we kept building. Lastbecause we pass the Shema from one generation toanother generation and on and on. The Shema isneeded for different reasons such as; it has beenaround since Moses’ time, and because it says wehave one God. Also because it says it in the 613Mitzvot to say the Shema and God gave them to us. 
Justin Green

Who wants to be a minyanaire?
You don't need to answer any trivia questionsand there's no need to phone a friend for help,since at least 9 BTBJ friends are right therewith you any time we make a minyan.

We need additional support for morning minyan, in particular on Mondays andThursdays, as winter weather sets in.  Some ofour core minyanaires are older retirees whocannot always make it to BTBJ when theweather doesn't cooperate.  Please lend a hand! 
Be there for your friends and fellow congregants when they need to say Kaddish for a loved one.
9:30 am Sunday, 7 am Mon. & Thurs. 

If you can attend once a month or more,or for more information about minyan,please contact Marcie Lowe,Minyan Task Force Coordinator,at 215-233-4593 or MarcieLowe@gmail.com

 

TODAH RABAH!
We thank the following Sandwich Brigade ladieswho made the January sandwiches while dis-cussing recipes, politics and generally solvingall other problems.Thank you Barbara Markowitz, Anita Nason,Susan Rees, Hannah Rubin and MyraWeissberger.Until next month,For Social Action,Jeanie Gallop



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGEPRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONDOLENCESCONDOLENCES
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Our Deepest Sympathy to:
Bruce Denenberg and family on the passing of their beloved father and grandfather, Reuben Denenberg.

Alana Dunoff, Sharon Patent and familyon the passing of their beloved grandfather, Sidney Friedman.
Lisa Goldstein and family on the passingof their beloved grandmother, June K. Fluehr.

Jimmy Kaufman and family on the passing of their beloved grandmother, Rose Cilo.
Roselle Maerker and family on the passing of their beloved husband,father and grandfather, Gerhard Maerker.

Marla Sones and family on the passing oftheir beloved mother in law and grandmother, Zelda Sones.
Aaron Soowal and family on the passingof their beloved father and grandfather,Stanley Soowal.

IRA NEIL RICHARDS
PRESIDENT

Who’s ready for a party?
After nearly a year in planning, the BTBJ Purim Ball iscoming soon. It promises to be a night not to bemissed.  We have a great band, a great menu, and agreat venue, the National Museum of AmericanJewish History for our party. Many of our communitymembers are planning to “make it a night” inPhiladelphia by taking advantage of discounted hotelrates that our Purim Ball committee has arranged.
Our Purim Ball, though, is more than just a party.  It’sa party with a purpose.  Well, actually, it is a party withseveral purposes.  First, it gives us a chance to rec-ognize our honoree Linda Grife.  Linda has a specialplace in the heart of our BTBJ community.  It is hardto imagine a BTBJ without her warmth, smile, andenthusiasm (and we kind of like her husband too).Linda has touched each one of us in so many ways.By supporting the Purim Ball, you can say “thanks” toLinda for everything she has done for BTBJ.  Thereare a number of ways you can do that: 1. You canattend the Ball and help us party with Linda. 2.  Youcan take out an ad or “greeting” in our Purim Ball adbook to recognize Linda and 3. You can encouragefriends and businesses to take out ads or sponsor ourPurim Ball.
Second, our Purim Ball is a way to support BTBJ.The Ball is our major fundraiser for the year.  The pro-ceeds from the Ball go to support our BTBJ commu-nity to help keep us strong.  The Ball will help us keepour building in shape, help us support our ReligiousSchool, help us support our important Yad L’Yad out-reach to our community members who need a hand,to just name a few ways in which the financial bene-fits of the Ball will directly help our Shul.

Third, our Purim Ball is a way to connect with mem-bers of our BTBJ family, old and new.  The Ball will bea great celebration of us.  As a community, we havea great deal to be proud of.  We take pride in the waywe support each other, in the values we teach ourkids, and in the family feeling that pervades BTBJ.Sure, the food and band will be great, and it is prettycool that we are pulling off having our Purim Ball atthe Museum, but the thing that will make the Ball spe-cial is the people who will be there:  our BTBJ Family.
So dust off your dancing shoes and join us at thePurim Ball on March 3.  It is going to be a great nightfor a great Shul.
Ira Richards     



MEN’S CLUB HAPPENINGS...  Purim MEN’S CLUB HAPPENINGS...  Purim Men’Men’s Club/Sisterhood Shabbats Club/Sisterhood Shabbat
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Jonathan Picker
Men’s Club
President

Happy New Year!
I hope everyone had a wonderful Chanukah andready for a new year. On a sad note, our deepestcondolences goes out to Roselle and the entireMaerker family on the passing of Gerhard (Jerry),recipient of the second annual Hershel GordonL’Dor V’Dor  Lifetime Achievement Award.
On January 27th we will have our joint ShabbatService with the Sisterhood. A huge thank yougoes out to Jean Gallop and Bruce Risler whocoordinated this wonderful event. Looking for-ward to a spiritually uplifting evening.
Please consider joining the board of directors forthe next year. If you are interested please contactRich Gersh who is heading up our nominatingcommittee. Elections will be at our MarchMeeting. 
We are also planning a day trip with Rabbi. Staytune for more details. Mark your calendars for ourAnnual BTBJ Men’s Club Steak Dinner. OurGourmet chefs Larry Axelrod and Ivan Bell areworking on the menu.  This is a not to miss event.Date for this awesome event is Thursday, May17th.
I look forward to seeing you at these events. 
B’Shalom
Jonathan

Purim is around the corner – keep an eye out for
information about how to order your 

Mishloach Manot Gift Baskets this year.
Join the Sisterhood again this year inthe Mitzvah of Mishloach Manot

Did you enjoy receiving a Mishloach Manot basket last year?
If you did not participate last year,don’t miss the chance this year todo the mitzvah of sending gifts offood and drink to your BTBJ fami-ly and friends!  And if you did, getready…
The Sisterhood is continuing thetradition this year, offering a wayfor you to send Purim baskets to your friends and familyat BTBJ.  Erev Purim is Wednesday, March 7, 2012.
Watch in early February for details on how you can orderyour Mishloach Manot baskets online with the assistanceof PurimProject.com.
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SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT’S MESSAGESISTERHOOD PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Save the DatesSave the Dates TTorah Fundorah Fund

Karen Cuker ~ Deena Friedland
Sisterhood Co-Presidents

Shalom!
Sisterhood will celebrate 2012 with more fun and interesting programs!!

SAVE THESE 2012 DATES
January 27th Sisterhood/Men’s Club Shabbat Dinner and Service please refer to the invitation in this newsletter and emails.(call Jeanie Gallop at 215-884-0320 to RSVP)
February 6thAnnual Movie Night and Dinner Paid up Member Appreciation Night. 
FebruaryPurim Mishloach Manot Baskets (Purim is March 8th)
March 6thLunch and Learn #3 - Lessons from the Prophets. Please email Karen Cuker at cukers@verizon.net to RSVP
April 17thLunch and Learn #4 - Lessons from the Writings
April 25thNY Theatre Trip - Harry Connick, Jr. in “On a Clear Day You Can See Forever”(please refer to page 9 in this newsletter) 
April 29thTorah Fund Brunch honoring Jen Schindler
May 13thMother’s Day Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Walk
The Sisterhood/ Men’s Club Brunch on December 11th was  very successful. Many thanks to Abbe Kligerman,Larry Axelrod, Bruce Risler and Len Friedland. We look forward to seeing you at our next Sisterhood event!
Deena and Karen

 

 



Torah Fund Sisterhood Trip to NYC
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Jennifer Schindler was named Torah FundHonoree for 5772 at the Sisterhood OpeningProgram/Membership dinner on October 17th. We arethrilled to honor Jen and her dedication and commit-ment to our Sisterhood, BTBJ, and the Jewish commu-nity. Our Honoree showed a commitment toConservative Jewish life and learning from an early age.She grew up in Allentown, and studied abroad her jun-ior year at the Alexander Muss High School in Israel.She was active in BBYO during her teen years andattended their International Leadership TrainingConference where she met a teenage, Jonathan Picker,who would become BTBJ’s Men’s Club President. Shewent on to attend University of Maryland majoring inGovernment and Politics, and her first year met a hand-some senior who would later become her husband.While in college, Jen worked for the American PoliticalAction Committee, and upon graduating she worked forthe American Jewish Congress as assistant to theWashington representative. She took a sabbatical fromthis position, to lead a BBYO summer trip to Israel,imparting her deep love of Jewish life to others. With herdesire to promote opportunities and develop leadershippotential in Jewish youth she took on the vital positionof BBYO advisor to Maryland chapters. Upon moving toLafayette Hill, she worked for Lincoln Financial in Eventand Meeting Planning and earned a Masters degreefrom Penn State in Instructional Design. As a youngmother with two children, Jen not only joined andbecame an integral part of our congregational family,but also took on a board position in Hadassah. Jenquickly distinguished herself at BTBJ by her dedication,hard work and commitment. As president of the pre-school Parent Support Group she served on our syna-gogue board for two years. A vital, enthusiastic memberof Sisterhood, she served as Vice President of fundrais-ing and programming for three years, spearheadingsome of sisterhood’s most successful and memorablefundraisers from large to small, including, the FashionShow, Spa Night, Dueling Pianos, the recent RoshHashanah honey jars from Israel and the very popularShalach Manot Purim Baskets, which promises to beeven more successful this year. She even broughtSisterhood into the computer age, by adopting a simpleway for synagogue families to purchase on-line, (and,which is one reason this fundraiser was so profitable.)Along with her committee, she packed and hand deliv-ered baskets with a ready-smile. Topping things off, ourHonoree is also this year’s synagogue MembershipChair. Jen is a wonderfully, deserving Honoree, a rolemodel and leader in our sisterhood, synagogue andJewish community. According to Jen, “Beth Tikvah tome is home. I’m happy to help. It’s nice to be recognizedfor something that you enjoy doing.”

Join BTBJ Sisterhood
For a day on Broadway you’ll remember forever 

Harry Connick, Jr. 
“On a Clear Day You Can See

Forever”
Wednesday, April 25, 2012 

Matinee $165.00
Includes Ticket and Coach Bus

Make Check Payable to: 
BTBJ Sisterhood

To reserve your spot, complete the order form,
payment required to hold your ticket
Contact Amy Veloric at 610-828-8882 or
ahv463@aol.com with any questions
Name:____________________________
Address:__________________________
Phone Number:______________________
Cell Number:_______________________
Email:____________________________
Number of tickets @ $165.00:____
Amount enclosed: $_________, 
payable to BTBJ Sisterhood
Mail payment to: 
Amy Veloric, 463 North Silver Bell Lane,
Lafayette Hill, PA 19444

Jen will be honored at our Torah Fund Brunch onSunday, April 29th, 2012. We look forward to honoringJen for her passionate support, dedication and themany significant contributions she has made to theJewish community.
Torah Fund CommitteeCo-Chairs - Wendy Freedman      Debbi Goldich Sheri Risler     Marla Sones     Cindy Axelrod      Meryl Gersh    Roselle Maerker    Jamie Mitchell     Merrie Tabak      Jodi Taylor    Amy Veloric



Sisterhood Movie NightSisterhood Movie Night Purim Carnival Purim Carnival Megillah ReadingMegillah Reading
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Sunday, March 11, 2012
Purim Carnival

11:30 a.m.

Fun
Food 

Games

Purim is Here!
Wednesday, March 7, 2012

7:00 p.m.
Please join us for a 
Fun-filled Megillah

Reading

Come in costume
Groggers for All

Lots of yummy hamentashen
Story Time with Rabbi Saul

Fun songs with Hazzan Unger
Purim Trivia

Come Cheer Mordecai
Boo Haman and have lots of 

gragger fun!

 

 

 



Tzedakah PURIM BALL
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Change is Good!
Yes, pennies, nickels,dimes and quarters.Be an active participant inthis year’s SisterhoodTorah Fund Campaign bydepositing coins and smallbills in your Torah FundTzedakah Box. Every bitcollected supports the next generation ofJewish leaders.

Don’t have a box? Stopby the gift shop andwe’ll give you as manyas you need. Filled yours up? Comeby and pick up another. Bring in your filledTzedakah Boxes on orbefore our Torah FundBrunch on Sunday,April 29th, 2012, andyou’ll be entered into a drawing for one of twofabulous prizes donated by the BTBJ Gift Shop.It’s Just Common Cents 
Support The Torah Fund Campaign.

Purim Ball
BETH TIKVAH BíNAI JESHURUN

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO ATTEND A SPECIAL EVENING

HONORING 

Linda Grife
SATURDAY, THE THIRD OF MARCH

TWO THOUSAND AND TWELVE

COCKTAILS AND ADMITTANCE TO THE MUSEUM

SIX-THIRTY IN THE EVENING

FOLLOWED BY DINNER AND DANCING

SEVEN FORTY-FIVE IN THE EVENING

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY

101 SOUTH INDEPENDENCE MALL EAST

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

BLACK TIE OPTIONAL OR MASQUERADE ATTIRE

THE CELEBRATION BEGINS WITH A

SPECIAL FAMILY SHABBAT SERVICE

FRIDAY, THE SECOND OF MARCH

SEVEN-THIRTY IN THE EVENING

BETH TIKVAH BíNAI JESHURUN

FESTIVE ONEG SHABBAT TO FOLLOW THE SERVICE

Please Support
Our BTBJ 

Purim Ball 
Honoring 

Linda Grife 
by contributing to our
Purim Ball Ad Book

(see inserted form)



Preschool Happenings........
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Many of us begin the New Year by making prom-ises or resolutions to make changes in our lives.Usually, as adults, our New Year resolutionsrevolve around making a conscious effort to leadmore healthful lives. Choosing to exercise, mak-ing good food choices, reducing levels of stressare a few of the areas in which we hope to makethe most change to help impact our lives.
Well on that note, our preschoolers have beenvery busy this past month perhaps making some“new year” resolutions too. Our school theme thispast month was “Healthy Bodies – Healthy Minds–Getting in Shape”!  Our teachers incorporatedinto their lessons fun opportunities to share infor-mation about being healthy with their children.  
One special morning the entire school celebrated“Fit and Healthy Day” with healthy experiences.Anne Goodman, Will’s mom, helped the childrenlearn to breathe, move, and relax through yoga.Beth Schwartzman, Ari’s mom, and a nutritionist,shared her knowledge about healthy food choic-es by incorporating fun filled activities for the chil-dren. I read Germs Are Not for Sharing, anddemonstrated with powder and glitter how germsare spread and how not to share them!  Elissa, astaff member, facilitated “game time” to keep thechildren moving while having fun. Lastly, we allenjoyed a healthy snack!  
The best part of making New Year resolutions forchildren, unlike us adults, is that the children for-tunately did not need to know that they weremaking any resolutions….they were just havingfun, learning through play, and many enrichingexperiences.Warmly,Marcie

Marcie Leshner,
Preschool
Director
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MEMORIAL FUNDMr. and Mrs. Robert Abelman and familyBeatrice WaldenMr. and Mrs. Burton AbramsHerman AbramsMr. and Mrs. Theodore Apple and familyReuben AppleEdith HarrisonMr. Joseph Arnold and Ms. Andi Becker-ArnoldBeatrice WaldenDr. and Mrs. Laurence Belkoff and familyZelda SonesMr. and Mrs. Lawrence Bender and familyStanley SoowalMrs. Grace BlumbergJoseph LambergMr. and Mrs. Joseph BogusJoseph LambergIn memory of the father of the Azarchi FamilyMr. and Mrs. Harris Bookfor and familyGerhard MaerkerMs. Randee M. BoraskyPaul BoraskyMrs. Claire BreslowFannie SteinMs. Florence CohenMarvin KantorMr. and Mrs. Howard Cohen and familyJoseph LambergStanley SoowalAbe CohenGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Mark Cuker and familyStanley SoowalZelda SonesGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and familySidney DvorakHarry DvorakStanley SoowalZelda SonesDrs. Toby and Bruce EisensteinEdward KaretMr. and Mrs. Bruce Engleman and familyStanley SoowalRichard ConnellZelda SonesGerhard MaerkerIn memory of the father of Susan Abramowitz

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Farbstein and familyJune Mink FluehrMs. Selma Harris ForstaterRobert HarrisMr. and Mrs. David FriedlanderEleanor StanderMs. Harriet GallopGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Herbert GallopMartha AdlerMr. and Mrs. Richard Gersh and familyBeatrice WaldenGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Robert Goldich and familyDorothy DruckerStanley SoowalZelda SonesMr. and Mrs. Kenneth Gordon and familyStanley SoowalGerhard MaerkerMrs. Nessa GraubFlorence WeinsteinMr. and Mrs. Mark Halsman and familyBeatrice WaldenStanley SoowalMr. and Mrs. Jay Harris and familyStanley SoowalJoseph FriedmanLarry SchecterZelda SonesGerhard MaerkerDr. and Mrs. Harold HermanEliott HermanMr. and Mrs. Louis HermanElaine GreenMr. and Mrs. Morris Hochbaum and familyJack LichtDr. and Mrs. Gordon Hodas and familySidney HodasMr. and Mrs. David Ingber Stanley SoowalJoseph LambergMr. and Mrs. Steven Ingber and familyGerhard MaerkerMs. Judith KatzHarry M. LeabmanMr. and Mrs. James Kaufman and familyJune K. Mink FluehrLeah Berman
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MEMORIAL FUND (CONTINUED)Mr. and Mrs. Sheldon Kratchman and familyEthel KratchmanMr. and Mrs. Charles Kudosh and familyEdward KudoshMs. Florence KuritzRose SutowMrs. Joseph Lamberg and familyBlanche KanoffMrs. Marcie Leshner and familyStanley SoowalGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Robert LevineJoseph LambergMr. and Mrs. Scott Lewis and familyStanley SoowalDrs. Marcie and Richard Lowe and familyStanley SoowalMr. and Mrs. Mark Madvedoff and familyLarry SchecterGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Gary MartinStanley SoowalMr. Irwin MatusowAnita MatusowBTBJ Men’s ClubBeatrice WaldenJoseph LambergStanley SoowalMr. and Mrs. Michael Miller and familySondra ItkinExtended Hands of the MinyanairesStanley SoowalMr. and Mrs. John Mitchell and familyZelda SonesBeatrice WaldenRobert BlumenthalMs. Bernice Moss and Ms. Olga MossLena Zimmerman MossMr. and Mrs. David Nuddle and familyCarl BulkinRoselyn NuddleSeymour NuddleMr. and Mrs. Michael Oglensky and familyElaine GreenMr. and Mrs. Neal Orman and familyZelda SonesMr. and Mrs. Stephen Pearl Rose PearlBen Pearl

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Picker and familyLea WarrenDr. and Mrs. Robert PromisloffPaula SchwarzMr. Morris PullmanAnna WolkinIsrael WolkinHarry PullmanMr. and Mrs. John ReesZelda SonesStanley SoowalGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Bruce Risler and familyZelda SonesBeatrice WaldenGerhard MaerkerMrs. Hannah RubinGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Stan RultenbergStanley SoowalMr. and Mrs. David Salkin and familyZelda SonesMr. and Mrs. Stephen SaksGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Mitchell Sargen and familyJoseph LambergDr. Richard Schwartz and Mrs. Marcy Mitchell andfamily Beatrice WaldenMrs. Ruthe SchwartzJoseph LambergMs. Edith SchwarzDora LitmanMr. and Mrs. Matthew Schwenderman and familyBeatrice WaldenMr. and Mrs. Ronald SilvermanPhyllis KuninMr. and Mrs. Samuel Silvers and familyBeatrice WaldenGerhard MaerkerMr. Lawrence Simons and Mrs. Paula Rose and familyBeatrice WaldenDr. and Mrs. Bruce Singer David L. ParnesDr. and Mrs. Carlton Silver and familyGerhard MaerkerBTBJ SisterhoodGerhard MaerkerZelda Sones
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MEMORIAL FUND (CONTINUED)Dr. and Mrs. Robert Sitrin and familySamuel SilvermanLillian SlutzLena SilvermanNathan SilvermanDavid SlutzThe Slutsky/Cohen familyLorraine Belsky CohenMr. and Mrs. Arnold SnyderEthel A. SnyderMr. and Mrs. John Stamm and familyAnni DanielIrwin DanielJulius DanielMr. and Mrs. Perry Swartz and familyStanley SoowalZelda SonesMr. and Mrs. Josh Taylor and familyZelda SonesStanley SoowalMr. and Mrs. Irvin Tomkin Gerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Joseph Valentine and familyRose CiloBeatrice WaldenMrs. Amy Veloric and StacyStanley SoowalDr. Marc K. WallackCele WallackIsadore WiserFred WallackAnna WiserMr. and Mrs. Stuart WeissJoseph LambergMr. and Mrs. Fred Weissberger and familyIsadore JacobsonThe Woloff FamilyGerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Jordan Yuter and familyRose CiloHoward EttingerMr. and Mrs. Mario Zacharjasz and familyStanley Soowal

PEGGY DVORAK MUSIC ENRICHMENT FUNDMr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and familyIn memory of Gerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Mark Tabak and familyIn memory of Stanley SoowalIn memory of Gerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Fred Weissberger and familyIn memory of Eleanor JacobsonIn memory of Mildred CarlsonIn memory of Stanley SoowalIn memory of Joseph GerberEDUCATIONAL ENRICHMENT FUNDMr. and Mrs. Saul BernsteinIn memory of Rose CiloDr. Martin Polinsky and Dr. Barbara Cohen andfamily In memory of Stanley SoowalMr. and Mrs. Harvey SimmensIn memory of Kurt AdlerIn memory of Fannie SimmensIn memory of Gerhard MaerkerRUTH ELSON MEMORIAL FUNDMrs. Helen Elson In honor of Herb Gallop’s special birthdayEXTENDED HAND OF THE MINYANAIRESMrs. Bobbie LambergIn appreciationof the Hands of the Minyanaires saying Kaddish for Joseph LambergJULIETTE FOX MEMORIAL FUNDMrs. Gloria GordonIn memory of Stanley SoowalIn memory of Freda GorodetzkyIn memory of Bertha LehovetskyIn memory of Elias LehovetskyIn memory of Joseph LambergIn memory of Zelda SonesIn honor of Leslie Richards being sworn in asMontgomery County CommissionerIn memory of Gerhard MaerkerMr. and Mrs. Lee Klein and familyIn memory of Gerhard MaerkerMrs. Marla Sones and familyIn memory of Gerhard Maerker
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HONOR FUNDMr. and Mrs. Burt CohanMazel tov to Herb Gallop on his special birthdayMr. and Mrs. Michael Dvorak and familyIn honor of the new home of Scott and Debbie LewisMr. and Mrs. Bruce Engleman and familyIn honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Jake LevinsonMazel tov to Valarie and Bill Hurwitz on the birth of their granddaughter, Eliana PaulinaMr. and Mrs. Herbert GallopMazel tov to Leslie Richards on being sworn in as Montgomery County CommissionerMr. and Mrs. Richard Gersh and familyMazel tov to Leslie Richards on being sworn in as Montgomery County CommissionerMr. and Mrs. Robert Goldich and familyIn honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Aaron GershMr. and Mrs. Louis HeymanMazel tov to Molly Tinkleman on her special birthdayMr. and Mrs. David Ingber Mazel tov to Mort Kushner on his special birthdayMr. Raymond KozlinIn honor of Bernice Kozlin and familyDrs. Marcie and Richard Lowe and familyIn honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Gabrielle Isaac-HerzogThe Polinsky/Cohen FamilyIn honor of Leslie Richards on being sworn in as Montgomery County CommissionerMr. and Mrs. Mitchell Sargen and familyIn honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Michael SimonsMr. and Mrs. Irvin TomkinIn honor of the birth of Zachary Jay FormanMrs. Amy Veloric and Ms. Stacy VeloricIn honor of the engagement of Harriet and Randy Lamberg’s son, ZachMazel tov to Leslie Richards on being sworn in as Montgomery County CommissionerMr. and Mrs. Mario Zacharjasz and familyMazel tov to Valarie and Bill Hurwitz on the birth of their granddaughter, Eliana Paulina

PRESCHOOL FUNDThe Barrie FamilyIn memory of Benjamin SpectorDr. and Mrs. Lawrence Belkoff and familyMazel tov to Valarie and Bill Hurwitz on the birth of their granddaughter Eliana PaulinaBTBJ Junior ClassIn memory of Richard ConnellMr. and Mrs. Charles Kudosh and familyMazel tov to Valarie and Bill Hurwitz on the birth of their granddaughter, Eliana PaulinaMrs. Amy Veloric and Ms. Stacy VeloricMazel tov to Laurie and Ben Gocial on the Bar Mitzvah of their son IanNANCY SELTZER TORAH RESTORATION FUNDMr. and Mrs. Brian Getson and familyIn honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Gabrielle Isaac-HerzogYAD L’YAD FUNDMr. and Mrs. Jeff HoffmanIn honor of the marriage of Lauren Kulliver toChris MarleyMr. and Mrs. Bob CominskyIn memory of Joseph LambergHAZZAN’S DISCRETIONARY FUNDMr. and Mrs. Jonathan Picker and familyMazel tov to Valarie and Bill Hurwitz on the birth of their granddaughter Eliana PaulinaMr. and Mrs. Alan Silverman and familyIn memory of Gerhard MaerkerThe Simons/Rose FamilyIn honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Michael SimonsMrs. Marla Sones and familyIn appreciation of Hazzan Unger’s kindness during the Sones family’s recent lossRABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUNDThe Simons/Rose FamilyIn honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Michael SimonsMrs. Marla Sones and familyIn appreciation of Rabbi Grife’s kindness during the Sones family’s recent lossMr. and Mrs. Perry Swartz and familyIn honor of the naming of Rose Jessica GreenfieldMrs. Amy Veloric and Ms. Stacy VeloricIn memory of Joseph Lamberg
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Imagine… Stop Watching Your Weight. Start Living Your Life ™

Amy Tuttle, RD, LCSW Shirley Kessel, RYT

Weekly 2 hour classes offered in Center City, Chestnut Hill and Yardley, PA

For more information: 
email Shirley Kessel: info@FeastUponLife.com 
or call Amy Tuttle: 215-248-9770; 215-880-1150

Please visit us:
www.ValleyGreenCounseling.com
www.feastuponlife.com
and on FACEBOOK: “Feast Upon Life”

Body Mind-Fullness™
Group for Women: 

Returning to Your Healthy, Natural Weight

You will re-learn intuitive eating, use 
mindfulness practices, and set self-care
intentions to:

• transform your relationship with food
• heal diet trauma • enhance your
health
• promote long-lasting change
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PRoCeSSoRS AnD GLobAL ShiPPeRS
oF ALL inDuSTRiAL SCRAP

Copper l Brasses l Aluminum
Stainless l Nickel Alloys

5240 Comly Street
P.O. Box 8938  Phila., PA 19135

215-288-6555     Fax: 215-288-6945
www.unitedmetaltraders.com

United Metal 
Traders, Inc.

David M. Ingber
President

Steven E. Ingber
Vice-President

United Metal 
Traders, Inc.

Joe Micklus
All Phases of Maintenance

Planting

215-836-1386

Fully Insured ~ For 25+ years!business 

Special Pricing 

to Synagogue

Members!

Residential

Commercial

Mulching

Weekly Lawn Cutting

Trimming, Pruning

Fertilizing 

Weed  Control

Spring & Fall

Clean-Up

Topsoil Work 

Seeding

Bed Maintenance 

Featuring a Brand New Lobby

and Grand Ballroom!
Bar/Bat Mitzvah Receptions, Weddings,

Brunches, Anniversary Dinners, Out-of-Town

guests and more!

610-260-9411

www.marriott.com/phlwe
Mention you saw us in the BTBJ bulletin and receive

5,000 Marriott Rewards Points when you tour Hotel for

your next Event!



ad Info Call 1-800-888-4574      © lIturgICal PublICatIons InC beth tIkvah b’naI Jeshurun, erdenheIM, Pa   04-0769 g   C3January 10, 2012   9:49 aM

we offer:

• Transportation • An outstanding athletic program • Four heated pools

with Red Cross Instruction • Ropes course and climbing tower

• Wildercraft in our 8 acres of woods • Arts, crafts, music, drama,

ceramics • Small groups and individual attention • Flexible programming

ExtEndEd Hours and full summEr options

for working parEnts.  wE limit our EnrollmEnt

215-343-2120

Visit Our Website

www.elbowlane.com

8 2 8  E l b o w  L a n e ,  Wa r r i n g t o n  P A  1 8 9 7 6

Celebrating our 44nd year!

Coed, residential, 7-week camp 
for ages 6-16. 

Half session available.
Full athletic, arts, adventure, and

waterfront programs.

Located in 
Green Lane, PA
experts in creating 

memories and friendships
that last a lifetime, 

since 1926.

Camp 
Green
Lane

exCItIng sPeCIal events
and out-of-CaMP trIPs

“Where Happiness Counts”

Become part of our Camp 
Become part of our 

Camp Green Lane family!

215-234-9211
info@greenlane.com
www.greenlane.com

Melissa and Jay Freedman and Rene and Adam Weiner
Owners / Directors
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(TDD/SorensonVP)



FRIDAY, JANUARY 27Light candles.........................................................4:55 p.m.Men’s Club and Sisterhood Services....................7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 28Services................................................................9:30 a.m.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3Light candles.........................................................5:04 p.m.Shabbat Syn*Ergy.................................................7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 4Services ...............................................................9:30 a.m.with a performance by the Tefillah ClubJunior Congregation...........................................10:30 a.m.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10Light candles.........................................................5:12 p.m.Mechina Dinner.....................................................6:00 p.m.Mechina Service...................................................7:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11Services ...............................................................9:30 a.m.
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17Light candles.........................................................5:20 p.m.NO SERVICES
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18Services.................................................................9:30 a.m
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24Light candles.........................................................5:28 p.m.Services................................................................7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25Services................................................................9:30 a.m.Julianne Freedman, daughter of Wendy and ScottFreedman will be called to the Torah as a Bat MitzvahJunior Congregation...........................................10:30 a.m.Tot Shabbat.........................................................11:00 a.m.
FRIDAY, MARCH 2
Light candles........................................................5:34 p.m.Services................................................................6:00 p.m.featuring Dari ShoreServices................................................................7:30 p.m.honoring Linda Grife
SATURDAY, MARCH 3Services................................................................9:30 a.m.Dari Shore, daughter of Maria and Sidney Shore will becalled to the Torah as a Bat MitzvahJunior Congregation...........................................10:30 a.m.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES SCHEDULE OF SERVICES (continued)
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7Megillah Reading..................................................7:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 9Light candles.........................................................5:44 p.m.Services................................................................7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, MARCH 10Services................................................................9:30 a.m.Rivka Milrod, daughter of Teresa and Robert Milrod willbe called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah
FRIDAY, MARCH 16Light candles.........................................................6:51 p.m.Services................................................................6:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, MARCH 17Services................................................................9:30 a.m.Zachary Finkelman, son of Kimberly and Alan Finkelmanwill be called to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah
FRIDAY, MARCH 23Light candles.........................................................7:05 p.m.Tot Shabbat...........................................................6:00 p.m.Shabbat Syn*Ergy.................................................7:30 p.m.
SATURDAY, MARCH 24Services................................................................9:30 a.m.Adam Center, son of Nancy and Michael Center will be called to the Torah as a Bar MitzvahJunior Congregation............................................10:30 a.m.
FRIDAY, MARCH 30Light candles........................................................6:03 p.m.Services................................................................6:00 p.m.
SATURDAY, MARCH 31Services................................................................9:30 a.m.NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOLMonha Services....................................................6:00 p.m.Allison Einhorn, daughter of Debra and Norman Einhornwill be called to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah


